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Grolier Online

Grolier Online now offers seven interfaces for users to access available content. GO Kids, for grades 3–5, and GO Passport, for students in middle school and up as well as adults, are Grolier’s traditional interfaces and remain relatively unchanged. Five new portals offer users separate access for elementary, middle school, and high-school students; adult public library patrons; and librarians and educators. All interfaces point users to the variety of Grolier Online sources: Encyclopedia Americana (high school and up), Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia (grades 5 and up), The New Book of Knowledge (grades 3–6), and La nueva encyclopedia cumbre (Spanish language). Subject-specific resources—such as Amazing Animals of the World, America the Beautiful, Lands and Peoples, and The New Book of Popular Science—are also available. The site also includes articles from more than 1,300 EBSCO periodicals, an atlas, American Heritage dictionaries, age-appropriate thesauri, and continuously updated web links (a valuable resource for students who need multiple types of information sources). 

In addition to links to all the sources listed above, the Middle School portal offers Our World (current events), Today in History, links to maps and world newspapers, GO Tube videos on topics of interest, debate topics and starters, and scrolling news updated daily from the Associated Press. A new feature, the GO Tube videos highlight topics of current interest as well as suggesting keywords that patrons should use to search for more information within Grolier Online. The Debate Starters are a great source of information on controversial topics (for example, “Does global warming threaten humankind?”) and will be highly useful to students in middle school and up. However, when one clicks on the Debate Starters button, it only shows the current one. The rest can be found under the Archive link, but young patrons might not realize that.

The Elementary Student portal includes many of the same features, without the debate topics, scrolling news, and world newspapers. The Our World link here includes age-appropriate news stories. The High School and Adult Patron portals have the same features as Middle School but in a slightly different layout.

Librarians and educators have access to these resources as well as Teaching the News, lesson plans, and state and curriculum standards and tie-ins.

Each portal offers access to all of the site’s resources (depending on a library’s subscription) from a single Find it Fast search box. Users can select basic or advanced search modes and can also limit a search to an individual resource. Results are displayed with icons indicating Lexile reading levels (a key is provided) and may include articles, news stories, fast facts, magazines, websites, and Spanish-language resources. A search for President Obama finds the same results, in the same order, regardless of which interface was chosen, but results can be refined by reading level in the Elementary School, Middle School, and High School portals.

With its new design, Grolier Online continues to be an excellent resource for public and school libraries. Libraries can purchase any number and combination of the eight Grolier databases. (Last accessed July 14, 2011.)

—Booklist, September 1, 2011 on Grolier Online
TrueFlix (LMC)
Remember the True Books that we used in school for research? Well, TrueFlix is that resource for the 21st century learner! The same high quality design librarians use to teach nonfiction is now in an online format, infused with video clips, links to additional sources, and a “soft” assessment. While it can be used like a conventional book, this tool can also be used intuitively by students to find what they need. Used individually by students or as a class with a White Board, it is a great way to teach the inquiry method to younger researchers, allowing them to be independent while still having a safe teaching and learning environment. At the time of this review there were 47 titles in 8 categories. There are also lesson plans connected to curriculum standards. Though not the best choice for an intensive research project, it is perfect for those students who love nonfiction and learning facts and is a definite asset to developing an online curriculum support system. Recommended.
—Library Media Connection, October 2011 on TrueFlix
Recent Reviews-Print 
Rookie Ready to Learn

Each book tells a brief story while teaching a lesson. Word World focuses on being brave and self-aware, Mud Pie is about pride in accomplishment, and I’ll Do It Later describes self-control and responsibility. The books are all designed for children just beginning to read on their own. The lessons are far more prominent than the stories, making the texts a bit boring, but easy enough for children to understand. The plots are simplistic, and there is very little character development. The colorful cartoon illustrations fare a bit better. Each book concludes with a useful section that includes vocabulary pages, word banks, songs, fingerplays, and problem-solving activities. It’s these pages that make this series stand apart from other easy-reading materials. These books would be good for classroom use, but are supplemental purchases for public libraries.
—School Library Journal, June 2011 on Willie’s Word World, The Best Mud Pie, and  I’ll Do It Later 
These books support pre- and emerging readers through clear and engaging writing. Jones uses brief text to present action: “Balls roll. Balls spin. Balls knock down bowling pins.” The text leaps to life with Bronson’s boldly colored figures frozen in action against color-saturated backgrounds. Viewers will have to work to interpret the abstract, aerial views of many pages, including a bowling lane whose sides intersect and some characters with heads and limbs akimbo, minimizing the value of these illustrations as textual decoding aids. Ant compares objects of increasing size, ranging from an ant to a berry, a mouse to a glass, and a blond boy to his big-sister narrator. Constantin’s separately developed picnic story takes place in a soft, grassy meadow where an ant reclines on a red raspberry, a mouse darts by, a glass of lemonade spills, and a puppy peers into a wooden picnic basket while mom and dad are in the background. Circle describes a girl who uses shapes to build a rocket ship to fly to the moon. The child exudes confidence and enthusiasm as she adds a rectangle door, circle window, triangle wings, and a square engine to her creation. Readers will enjoy poring over the watercolor, pencil, and gouache illustrations where hard shapes contrast with soft and dappled backgrounds of night skies. In Number One Puppy, a girl and her mother visit the pound to select a pet to take home. The text describes litters of increasing sizes and offers a satisfying ending. Pertile’s colored-pencil drawings present expressive close-ups of people and playful pups to illustrate the text in a joyful manner. Each volume has a statement to congratulate readers upon finishing the book, extension activities, and tips for parents.
—School Library Journal, June 2011 on Balls, Next to an Ant, A Circle in the Sky, and Number One Puppy 
These three titles all begin with a rhyming section that aims to support new readers with humorous illustrations and a limited number of words per page. Though the name of the series suggests that some science education will be provided on the given subjects, the books have scant facts or are even misleading. For example, the creepy crawlies represented in Germs are delightfully comical to look at, but some young children will walk away actually believing that germs do have “eyes, feet, and tails.” Each book offers a word list to reinforce vocabulary, and the age-appropriate activities in back include songs, counting exercises, fill-in-the-blanks, and picture puzzles. Combining fiction and nonfiction in a single book is a popular trend, and the introductory verses in these titles are indeed engaging. However, the lack of real information makes these titles additional purchases for most libraries. 

—School Library Journal, July 2011 on I Love Trees, Germs, and A Tooth Is Loose 
Pilot

If you aren’t blinded by the white smiles blasting out from the pages, this volume in the Kick, Jump, Cheer! series will steer you right when preparing (and calming nerves) for that big trip to cheerleading camp. A little history first: Lawrence Herkimer held the first such camp in 1948, where he taught attendees the “Herkie,” a now-standard cheerleading leap. Today’s camps come in all stripes, from resident camps held on campuses to day camps to private lessons. What goes on at them provides the meat of Green’s text: strength training, stunts, and various special events like the All-American tryout and the awarding of the spirit stick. Proving she knows her audience, Green incorporates an undercurrent of understanding: “At camp, set aside any personal problems you may have with someone. Camp is the time to focus on team spirit.” A flowery design meshes well with the snazzy photos, and the back matter guides readers to other sources of spirit.

—Booklist, October 1, 2011 on Cheerleading Camp 
Torque

This series taps into a timeless topic for kids—phenomena that have no proven explanations. Young readers will gravitate naturally to these intriguing titles, each promising to explore a widely known mystery. Every title contains three short chapters, the final chapter purposefully leaving the reader with more questions than answers. The authors present a balanced overview of each topic, mentioning the viewpoints of believers and skeptics. Colorful photographs, charts, graphs, and timelines help illustrate these ideas. Readers already knowledgeable about these topics may not find much new material here, but the books provide a short list of additional titles for further research as well as instructions for learning more through the publisher’s age-appropriate search engine. Overall, this series provides an interesting, easy-to-read overview of some very popular topics. Glossary. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended. 
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2011 on The Bermuda Triangle, Bigfoot, ESP, Ghosts, Haunted Houses, The Loch Ness Monster, Near-Death Experiences, and UFOs 
Blastoff! Readers
Each book answers basic questions about the animal covered in a predictable format, a perfect premise for younger students. Text answers the basic questions of what, how, and where. The sentences on each page are short, with unfamiliar words highlighted. Illustrations are bright full-page spreads and match the corresponding text well. Some illustrations utilize labeling or have picture inserts to carefully highlight an item of text. “On the Web” sections take readers to Factsurfer.com where additional information can be found. Most of the information in these links is relevant but at a higher ability level than the books, so adult help would be needed. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. Recommended. 
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2011 on Bears, Chipmunks, Coyotes, Deer, Foxes, Frogs, Rabbits, Raccoons, Skunks, Snakes, Squirrels, and Turtles  

Though its use of the term backyard is pretty broad, the Backyard Wildlife series is a solid, if subdued, introduction to the kinds of animals that could never be described as exotic or weird. This set of titles is from the lowest of five reading levels offered by the Blastoff! Readers imprint, and the simplicity of approach (usually two short sentences per page) will indeed facilitate the success of emerging readers. Curiously, although there is a table of contents, none of the chapters have the corresponding headings. That quirk aside, the clean design uses a swooping arc to connect each spread, with text on the left and a bright color photograph on the right. Beavers takes on the dam-building rodent and features nice inserts of the animal’s webbed feet and long teeth. Speaking of teeth, the marsupials in Opossums have 50 of them, which they bare when frightened. Thankfully, they’re much cuter as babies. Porcupines details the rodents’ three layers of fur and shows a postencounter tiger dealing with quills in its paws. Wolves spends much of its time on pack dynamics and its single photo of a feast manages to avoid any blood. A glossary, index, and list of further reading conclude each volume.  

Also recommended from this series: 

Bears 
Chipmunks 
Deer 
Frogs 
—Booklist, June 1, 2011 on Beavers, Opossums, Porcupines, and Wolves 
Cornerstones of Freedom, Third Series
This entry in the venerable and newly revamped Cornerstones of Freedom series offers simplified but not simplistic explanations of the last great recession’s course and immediate causes. The older series titles’ stodgy design has been considerably brightened here by visually stimulating pages that combine big color

photos, boxed side essays, and blocks of large text with bright-red headers and highlights. In simple language and a judicious, matter-of-fact tone, Heinrichs describes the origins and growth of the housing bubble and the trade in mortgage-backed securities that magnified the effects of its eventual collapse;

summarizes the federal government’s palliative measures; surveys the effects of hard times on general patterns of living and spending; and notes the creation of a “Generation R,” for whom high unemployment and financial insecurity are likely to become ways of life. Along with above-average back matter, including multimedia resources and thumbnail biographies of prominent figures, she closes with the (now, sadly, dated) hope that a “New Normal” marking the recession’s official end in June 2009 will lead to long-term economic recovery. There are no other books on the topic currently available for younger readers, and this one sets a high bar for any to come.

—Booklist, October 1, 2011 on The Great Recession 
True Books
Each book in the excellent A True Book: American Indians series covers cultural basics such as diet, clothing, lifestyle, and child rearing for one American Indian group. Relevant historical events are also covered simply and clearly, including a time line of highlights in each group’s history. This balance between history and culture keeps the series dynamic and interesting. Photos, paintings, and drawings—as well as occasional contemporary illustrations—add visual interest to the well-designed package and keep the titles from feeling formulaic. The Comanche traces the historical changes in Comanche life and their causes, from the 1600s to the twentieth century. The Inuit introduces many terms in the Inuit language and also highlights the Arctic wildlife, such as caribou, on which the Inuit depend. The Navajo emphasizes the struggles the Navajo people faced and their ultimate success in preserving their culture. The Zuni highlights the continuity in the Zuni way of life, language, and religion over the years. Each book’s back matter includes additional facts (“True Statistics”), a sophisticated but age-appropriate set of resources ranging from books and webites to organizations and places to visit, a glossary of “Important Words,” an index, and author bios. 
Also recommended from this series: 

The Cheyenne 
The Iroquois 
The Pueblo 
The Sioux 
—Booklist, September 15, 2011 on The Comanche, The Inuit, The Navajo, and The Zuni 
America at War

If you have students who love to read books about war, then this new series is perfect to add to your collection. The text is not very wordy and makes it easy for a younger student to comprehend that part of our history, with major facts highlighted. Each book contains pictures on every page; bolded words and a glossary box appear on the same page. There are a map of the related region and a box listing the warring nations, leaders, and top generals. John Perritano covers the events leading up to each war, what took place, and the successes, along with weapons used at the time. The books also include a timeline of major events. The Vietnam War book covers prisoners of war and the lessons of this war; Desert Storm talks about the aftermath and the next conflict in 2003. The topic will make your students want to check these books out, but the quality will have them going back again and again. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended. 
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2011 on Desert Storm, Korean War, Vietnam War, World War I, and World War II 
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